Behavior favoring transmission in the viviparous monogenean Gyrodactylus turnbulli.
Transmission by Gyrodactylus turnbulli occurs most frequently when its hosts (Poecilia reticulata) come into close contact. This study is the first description of a specific migratory behavior that facilitates transmission of a gyrodactylid from dead hosts. Recently-dead guppies typically float at the water's surface; G. turnbulli moves off these fish into the water film, hanging motionless with the haptor held by surface tension. Because guppies are surface feeders, detached parasites in the water film are more likely to contact a new host.